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convenience of the reader appropriate marginal refei'encx^s have 
l)een introduced. 
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A SALUTATION, 

&C., &C. 



It ia with heai-ts humbled under a solemn sense of the 
depth and extent of our obligations unto Him who has called 
us by his grace in the Gospel of his beloved Son, and of his 
continuGil mercy towards us, that this Meeting offers the 
word of Christian salutation to all who bear the name of 
Friends, 

We have looited back upon the two centuries of divei-si- 
fied experience through which our Society has now passed, 
— of trials from without, and trials not less proving from 
within. Marked as this experience has been by the grac- 
ious manifestations of the faithfulness and love of Him who 
first united our forefathers in religious fellowship, we have 
desired that our hearts may be opened to those lessons of 
warning, instruction or eneonragement which He may de- 
sign for us in relation to our present position. 

Let it not be forgotten that vital Christianity cannot be 
transmitted as an inheritance to post«rity. In each mem- 
ber of every suocessive generation the etru^le is renewed 
I with sin and evil in ever-varying forms. Eacli must sub- 
mit to the same transforming work of Divine grace, if he 
would realize for himself an adoption into tlie family of the 
redeemed. And whilst all the promises of God to hie be- 
lieving and faithfiil children are " Yea and amen" in Christ 
for ever, He lias not seen meet to grant, either to iudivid- 
nab or to churches, however greatly favored, any immutti^ 



wain. Ni. 
c&rrch en- 



from (langGT, or from the necessity of coutjmied watclifulql 
unto prayer. How earnest is the warning, in relation's 
this subject, addressed by the Apostle to the Church of n 
Romans, when referring ta the cutting off of those whoi 
an the children of Abraham according to the ticsh, he o 
pares to the natural branches. " Because of unbelief," 
he, "they were broken off, and thou standest by faith; 
not higli-minded, but fear ; for if God spared not the n 
ral branches, take heed, feat He also spare uot thee."' 
us not shrink from taking our part in this warning ; 
as we look upon the mournful spectacle presented by 1 
gradual decay of spiritual life and purity, and by the spw 
of worldliness and corruption, in the several (.'huro 
plunt^ by the Apostles, may we fear for onrselves, in | 
recollection that we also are exposed t<) temptatioas, differfl 
it may be, but not less dangeroun; and are alike liable to 
fall away. 

Many indeed have been our mercies and (inr privileges ; 
[j and it is good for us that the remembrance of them shonld 
I. have its due weight upon our hearts. Who uinonyist us, 
that has lieen instructed aright, tan reHect, without feelings 
of humble gratitude, upon the wonderful breaking ibrth of 
the glorious light of the Go^jtel, a» through a dark and 
thick cloud, which took place in tiiis country and in many 
parte of the Continent of Europe, in the course of tlic 
sixteenth century? It was indeed a time when the Churtrh 
was called out of the wilderness to renew her covenant with 
the Lord. Let us not forget how mnch we owe, under the 
Divine blessing, to those who then earneetly contended and 
IKitteutly suffered fur the- faith once delivered to Uu' saijits. 
In the pliwe of the &.h\es of an unhallowed superstition or 
the spi<culations of worldly wisdom, we may now freely 
reiwl the rcoordH of Divine tnith in the |>ages of Holy 
Scripture. The way of ralvation in to uttno longer otrtiptted 




^^^K B cloud of human traditions and ceremonies, but the 

^^^Kxird Jeeus is openly acknowledged as the one door ol' hope 

^^''iind of accpas unto the Father, the one Mediator of the new 

and everlasting covenant. May we ever thankfully prize 

and diligently use these precious privileges ! 

And is it not instructive often to retrace those marks of ,*■ 
'ivine condescension which were so emiTiently vouchsafed 
the gathering of our religions Society? Shall we ever 
reverently to acknowledge that it was nothing short 
e immediate interposition of the holy Head of tiie 
urch which, at the cost of so much thsit was held dear, led 
many, ividely diflering from each other in outwanl posi- 
in, in mental cultivation and in religious experience, to 
jparate from other professions, and which united them as 
distinct Cliristian community '? What but the immediate 
iching of his Spirit could have imparted to them, little 
many of them were skilled in human learning, so deep 
insight into so many neglected and almost foi^tten 
ths? Whence but from this Source sprang their devo- 
and zeal, their holy boldness, their fervent love to 
the cause of their Divine Master "? Who but He could have 
sustained them amidst tlieir unwearied labors and deep 
sufferings in such a cause, or crowned their services with 
that extraordinary measure of success which, when duly 
considered in connexion with their character and position, 
must ever render their rise and history one of the most 
memorable amongst the records of true religion in the seven- 
teenth century? 

It must not be forgotten by those who would form a right * 
estimate of these labors, to how great an extent, from the '^' 
admixture of worldly or political influences and of human comi 
infirmity, the work of reformation in the sixteenth century ^^ 
had been left incomplete. In that long and dark night of 
apostacy by which it was preceded, the idea, so foreign to 
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primitive Christianity, of the possibility of performing t 
service of God by prosy, had gradually become prevalai 
The dependence of the people in i-eligious things had 1 
come almost exeluaively placed u|)on man, and the view! 
Christ in those varied relations in which He has been plea 
to reveal himself, as "IJead over all things," to his ClrtH 
had become proportionately obscure. And whilst, ia i 
interval lietween the dawn of the Reformation and the ^ 
oi' our early Friends, the progress of light upon subjec 
the highest interest had been great, how imperfect wasv 
use which had been made of it, and how many were the p 
ticulars in which it yet remained to be moi'e powerfnllya 
searchingly applied. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit M 
more or lesg acknowledged in words, but his 
operations were, in the various systems of religion, for^ 
most part exclusively asaociated with outward means ; wU 
his immediate teaching, if not oj>enly questioned or deni 
was tar too generally undervalued or disn^rded. 
prevailing opinions and usages in relation to the e 
and worship of God had led to the gradual asHumptioo, j 
one man in a congregation, of duties which originally I 
longed to the various memliers. The presence of this 41 
man was thought essential to the performance of puH 
worship, and even to the due solemniration of Chriet 
marriage and Christian burial; and to him were couflqj 
almost exclusively, the important functions of niinifltr 
the Church. These tiinctions had long, almost univej 
leased to be exerciseil in accordance with the injunct 
" Frei'ly yc have rt^'civeii.fn^ly give." Thonghii 
acknowlc<lgfd to be grounded tijiou a siwcial Divine i 
the {xirlbrmauce of them was still too nmeh looke<l up< 
an effort of the human understanding, aa^isbxl by hm 
art and learning, rather than the exercise of a spiritual gift 
de[H!nding upon a measure of heavenly wisdom and ijualiti- 



ii|)&tion. And whilst a false or greatlj' exaggerated estimate 
■Was attaclied to outward means, the waiting upon God in 
Dexion with public worship, in humble reliauL-e upon the 
mediate operations of his Spirit, was almost wholly un- 
lown. All these things had obviously tended to secularize 
church, to divert both the ministers and the people from 
leir dependence upon the Fountain of living waters, to 
lower the standard of holineaa to which all are called, and 
to draw away the professors of Christianity from the sim- 
plicity and purity of conduct and conversation incumbent 
upon the children of God. 

And truly it was not for any worthineas of theirs, but iu ^^ 
his own rich and unmerited grace, that it pleased the Lord h. 
to grant to onr forefathers not only to see and to deplore these '^ 
^^ and other pre\'ailing corruptions, but, as a gathered Church, n 
^^b to bear a clear and distinct testimony against them, and to <•< 
^^Klhe purity, simplicity, unworldliuess and essential spiritn- "^ 
^^B^ty of the religion of Christ. In thus speaking of our 
^^Hpredecessors and their woric for the Lord, we desire not 
^B tiieir exaltation, but our own and your instruction. They 
were men of like passions as we are, compassed with many 
infirmities, and partaking, also, in some measure, of the 
characteristics of the age in which they lived; of which 
traces are not wanting, both in their actitms and in tlieir 
writings. Whilst we thankfully commemorate the work 
and grace of God in them and through tliem, we would 
bear in mind the impressive language of George Fox, cou- 
coraing himself and his brethren, " We are nothing ; Christ 
is all." Especially would we recur to their own emphatic 
and oft-repeated declaration, that it was no new Gospel 
that they were called to preach. They had no new truths 
to communicate to the world. The Christianity of the 
New Testament, in its eompreheusivcneas and its simplicity, 
was at once the extent and the limit of the message which 



their Lord bad given them to declare. He who i 
raauifested as " the Word made flesh," the Messiah | 
whom the types aud the prophecies of the former disp* 
tion receive their fiiU and fiiia! accomplishment, waal 
them, aa to the primitive believers, the incarnate Inimai 
in whom they trusted, their all -sufficient sacrifice and ] 
pitiation, their one Mediator, Advocate and High ; 
And it was in order that others might be brought lo^ 
full acknowledgment and enjoyment of this most pre 
Saviour, in all his gracious ofSces, that they were i 
to S]>end and be spent in urging upon them an unre 
eiibmissiou of their hearts to the work of his Spirit, wh( 
by they might come Ixith to see their sin, and to 1 
Christ to save them from the guilt and power of it. 
call to them, aud to the Church through them, wasd 
phatically a call of mercy and of tnitli, — a call out of j 
and worldliness to the true enjoyment of the unmixed biq 
iugs of the Gospel, in full devotedness of heart to the I 
work and service. 
we wai"*" Ai"' *'*'** '* ^**t become the members of our religj 
hijhoiilingT Society, everywhere, in all sincerity and si-riousne^, ofll 
-"mpChrf" ^ examine themselves how fer they have walked worthy 
such a vocation, or answered the gracious ^lurposes of « 
Heavenly Father in giving them a plac«> and a name a: 
the Churches of Christ ? If in the days of our ii 
there was a testimony to be borne to the purity, the s 
plicity and the spirituality of the Gospel, is no such I 
inony needed now ? Ls the warfare appointed for aa ■ 
comptished ? Is tlie harvest yet fully gathered tn? 
we not rather cause for deep humiliation in the retr 
of our un&ithfulne»i, that whilst the neccAsity lias bcoal 
less prceeing, and (he obligutiotis U[wn us no less [wwef 
anil urgi'ut, our labors in tin- vineyard should have lieon 
so inadcquatr lo the emci^ncy? 



Irom age to age has the language of the Redeemer been ^^ 
iilfilled in the experient-e of hia followera, " A man's foea ± 
ihall be they of his own household." Vainly has the O' 
aiemy striven to destroy by attacks from without, when no ^^ 
aitraoce has been given him. But when the eares of the ib 
world, the dcceitfulnms of riches and the lusts of other 
Bthings have been allowed to entei' into the heart, then the 
Ifieed has been choked and rendered unfruitful. Like the 
t Churchea of old, we have had our day of suffering and of 
Eincrease, when, amidst the frowns and oppression of the 
Lworld, the blessing of the Lord has been richly poured 
I forth. We have known, also, a day of ease, of outward 
Iprosperity, and of abated zeal. How many, in the course 
I of the last and of the present centuries, under a training 
I which has led them into habits of strict sobriety, industry 
land economy, have gradually become at once rich and 
I- worldly, or, if themselves mercifully preserved from spirits 
I ual ruin, have left possessions to their children that have 
Iproved to them as grievous entanglements, or as snares 
Ito beguile them from the simplicity which is in Christ, 
r Others, who have run well for a season, have fainted by 
Lthe way. And how many, to their own unspeakable loss, 
md that of the Church, have rested in a merely traditional 
ceptance of the truth, or slumbered away their lives in a 
Btate of passive lukewarmness or cold unconcern. 

But not alone from these things have weakness and deso- 
lation entereil onr borders. Trials in fiiith and doctrine si 
lave not been wanting. The root of these things lies deep Pi 
(in man's fallen and unsubjected will. Even they who had 
jen privileged with the teaching of an inspired Apostle 
tood in need of the awful warning, that from among their 
kwn selves should men arise speaking perverse things to 
V away disciples afler them. But in calling to mind 
e laige measure of unity and outward fellowship which 
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so long prevailed among tlie faithful members of o 
ligious Societj', in what language shall we express the > 
oise and travail of spirit into which we have been brouj 
in the view of the mournful divisions and separatioi 
have taken place amongst us within the last sixty yet 
How can we think, without grief and humiliation, of ■ 
multitudes in America, still retaining the name of Frieii 
whp have been beguiled by the specious appearance o 
refined epirituality, and many of whom have beeu led i 
step by step, to the rejection of fundamental Christian ti 
and even to the denial of the Lord that bought 
How can we cease to deplore that others in that laud, 
fessing a high value for our Christian principles, havftfl 
lowed themselves to be drawn away from that fellow 
and harmony with their brethren which they once enjoyt 
Nor can we think mthout sorrow of some in this cool 
who whilst loving their Lord and Eedeeraer, have b 
from very different causes, gradually alienated from t 
of those spiritual views of tiie Gosj>el dispeni 
are precious to us, and have ceased to be united with ns] 
outward religious fellowship. Have these things 1 
us without a cause? and do they not prm^laim, in langi 
not to be mistaken, "Be watchful, and strengthen { 
things thai remain" ? 

For, stripped and weakened as is the condition of ouTfl 
ligious Society, both in this country and elsewhere, i 
pared with what it might iiave been had alt been 1 
faithful, it has pleased the Lord, in his tender compi 
still to preserve us, and to give up evidenee, from s 
season, of his gracious regard. Without any arrangem 
for a stated outward mbistry, our meetingH for l>r^ 
woiship are still kept up, to the refreshment and edifl 
tion, as we thankfully Iwlieve, of many who, undpr tlw 
ministmtioa'a of ihe Comforter, are (■xi>erimenlally taught 
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1^ -worship God in the spirit, to rejoice in Christ Jesus, 

Bving ao conildeiice iii the flesh. Without any system of 

a preparation, ondownient or remuneration, a living 

hinistry is yet, in the Lord's unmerited mercy, pontinned 

i it is with feelings of thanlifulnesa that we 

jtciir to the succession of faithfiii laborei-a, down to our 

ffn day, who have been eminently called and qualified by 

e Head of the Church freely to testify of the riches ot' his 

■, whose services He has owned, and whose memoiy is 

scions. We would speals of these things with reverence, 

esiring to dwell in lowliness and contrition of spirit before 

e Lord, under the humbling sense of his dealings with 

II his mercies and in bis judgments. 

, The desidening influence of lukewarmness, of traditional ^l^"^■ 

fermality, and of a worldly spirit ; the danger of departing, ,h^,^v 

wu pretexts however plausible, from those things whieh b"""- 

B revealed in the Holy Scriptures ; the necessity of com- 

e submission to the operations of the Spirit of Truth 

ton the soul, and of individually realizing all that is com- 

rehended in con version^ unto God ; — these are among the 

3 which, in the review of the past, we would desire 

night be effectually brought home to the consciences of all 

flio bear the name of Friends, under the heartfelt convic- 

lon of tlieir personal responsibilities in connexion with 

May these lessous not be lost upon any. But, in 

e I'ecollection of the solemn warnings whicli have been 

eivet], may all cherish a deep and serious sense of the 

piportancc antl necessity of being each brought to the 

i experience "of ^vhat it is to pass from that state of 

jlienation fioni God, in which all are by nature, into that 

(ate of recouciliation with Him, in which the Lord Jesue 

i known as our Propitiation, onr Shepherd and our King, 

iking away all coodemnation, aud blotting out all tres- 

sscs in his own blood. We are well aware that it is only 
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under the work of t!ie Holy Spirit that any can be | 
taught the precioiisness of Christ. But let us iK!\-er d 
that the Spirit gmciously works io our hearts for this < 
purpose ; uor forget that it is tr» them that receive Chi 
and to tliem only, that He gives power to beeurue the q 
of Gtod. Let it he our Individual cooeern to dwell r 
and often both upon the inestimable value of the privi 
of the Gospel and upon the comprehensiveness of its i 
quirements. Let us fre^juently and seriously meditate o 
the character and work of our Holy Redeemer. Abi 
under the government of his Spirit, let us follow Hiiq 
lowliness and self-denial, amidst the duties and the eonfl 
of life. Let us in nowise attempt to limit the o|ie 
of his grace upon otir souls. May the fervent and e: 
prayer ascend to the Father of mercies, as a continual a 
fice in the name of Jesus, Thy will be done in us ev( 
It is done In heaven, 
t H. E< And, whilst pressing after this exjjerience foi" ours 
^^^Jc'^ may we cherish a ivarm and abiding interest on a 
EKouniit- of our beloved younger friends ; that our duties towi 
fui*iii» tl'^™i whether as parents, heads of tanjilies, or in ii i 
a gitetum'^ geiieTuI mpucity, may ntrt be neglected. Ijet us be ( 
The only lib. cei'ued tliat lu all otu- households they may be carofiiUyfl 
chriM, siructed in the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and of ■ 
Christian principles and teetimonies, and l>e truly brot]| 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Ijont. The j 
s('nt is u day of imiuiry and di.wussion, of much Iwld'l 
sertion and vimed opinions. How irniHirtaut is it to I 
young disciple, under aueh nrciimstniK'es, to be kept fi 
ful to the touching and training of his Divine Master! 
necaeary that be should not mistake the false Hbcrt 
the natural will, which is in bondage to its own unrene^ 
diwires, for the true and glorious liljerty wherewith ( 
mak<« liirt people free, and in whieh hin service is their^ 
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%ht I Let no knowledge, no gifte, no merely human ac- 
quirement or qnalificationa, ever be preferred before the 
humbling oiierations of Divine grac*. It is not they who 
e ever halting iit the threshold of the sanctuary, doubts 
ing and questioning, but they who are willing to conform 
> the needful diacipline, and to enter in through the ap- 
pointed means of a«cess, who become prepared to join in 
bie services, and to partake of the inestimable privileges, 
f the true worshippers of God. 

The more our hearts are given up to the constraints of i 'i- Eh- 
3ie love of Christ, the more shall we be redeemed out of ^"tTihsiu 
jbe narrow circle of earthly and selfish pursuits, and, with Christ. 

ceptions enlai^ed to ^-iew the things of time in their 
nie relation to eternity, and with strength proportioned to 
r every need, the moi*e shall we be enabled clearly to dis- 
ran and faithfully to occupy our place of appointed service 
n the household of faith, and in the general family of man. 
jid how ample is the opportunity for such a service af- 
forded to the true and faithftil members of our religious 
ciety ! Where are to be found greater encouragements 
lan are presented by our religious principles to a life of 
Irne self-denial and devotedness to God? Where else can 
e enjoyed a larger measure of Christian liberty, or a freer 
^ercJse of the gifts of the Holy Spirit? In what <!Ourse 
F training is the Christian character likely to riijen to a 
Riller maturity tliau that into which our religious princi- 
B8, when truly embraced and faithfully practised, neces- 
farily lead ; in which the Lord Jesus is glorified in all Ins 
Sees, and the soul is brought inbi a holy subjection to the 
mmediate teaching and government of his Spirit ? i i n 

\ Very instructive is it often to recur to the varied aspects Iho redoa^ 
f that new relatiousliip into which the true Ijelievere are "nciied ehii- 
rought, through the redemption ivhich is in Christ Jesus, '^l'"^" 
rherein holiness is made distinctly to appear as the mark Pri'M»1n 
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at. whicL they are to a.\ia. An those who have been boiij 
with a pnce, tiiey are ^aiii and again reminded that ti 
are not their own, but bound in all things to glorify t 
God. Ae hia reeonctled children, they areexhorted ton 
worthy of Him unto all plea&iug. As wrestlers in a n 
conflict, tLe crown of righteousness is set before them ; 
as a. Royal Priesthood they are instructed to cleanse tl 
selves irom all filthiiiess of the flesh and the spirit ; to t 
on the fine linen, even the righteousness of s&iata ; an4 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, as in the Ijord's holy teniple,| 
ceptahle to Him through Jesus Christ. 
unSiVpro-'" How precious is the unity which is known urnonf 
Loworchriit brethren engaged in exercises such as tliese! Their t 
*^ Jj^'j Bcters, their position, their gifts, their services, may gre 
Hi« hnuK-" differ, but their liearts are one. They have one Fatlu 
who is in heaven ; they serve one Master, even Christ ; 
amidst all tht; diversities of gifts and adniini^Ktrations it ia 
same Spirit that worketh all in all, dividing to every a 
severally as He will. We know indeed that to realize lh( 
things fully is no small attainment, — that the completesrt 
jectton of the )nimaii heart and understanding to Divi 
grace is a great and a dct'p work. In proportion as thi« 
not accomplished in any, will he tlie evidence that t 
are not made perfect in love. 
) 16. Luv. Even in the primitive Church tbe spirit of party au4j 
Sirit of pM- division was early manifested. There were those who pld 
vfiinn. cd for an unhallowed liberty, whilst tliere were others vi 
with but an incomplete understanding of Divine trnth, < 
roiuly to make their own narrow conitcption* the utuver 
ittiuidard, and rigidly tu exclude frocn communion all 1 
were not e<]ually straitened with themselves. Uccollecting 
how much vrv biivc alreaidy suffered, may we he auxioua to 
guard against these snares. Watching one over another 
for good, may our love towards each othdr lie pure and ter- 
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May our hearts be shut against all that scatters or 
rides, or that would beget or increase a spirit of jealousy 
or distrust. Bearing in mind the long-suffering ami patience 
which we have ourselves experienced, let us be willing to 
e all patience and forbearance towards others. And 
f through unmerited mercy we have been taught to see 
IBore clearly, let it be ours to seek that our growth in knowl- 
edge be accompanied by the evidences of a growth in grace, 
{»nd ever to remember that the deepest experience in the 
i of God is that which still brings into and preserves 
1 the deepest humility and the most ferpent love. 

And now, in conclusion, we would adopt the language of 
&e Apostle, in a fresh sense of the depth and fulness of its 
leaning, " Grace be with all them that love our Lord 
uesus Christ in sincerity." Fervent are our desires that all 
|Jiat in anywise hinders or obstructs the fiill participation 
;his grace may be removed. In the reverent acknowl- 
KJgment of the " one Lord," in the heartfelt acceptance of 
she " one faith," may we be indeed baptized by the " one 
Ipirit" into the "one body," Thus drinking into that one 
^irit, may a true restoration be brought about wherever 
pivisions or differences have existed ; and, through its effec- 
1 working, in the Lord's good pleasure, may all who 
ar the name of Friends be once more joined together in 
e bonds of outward religions fellowship in the unity of the 
aith and of the knowledge of the Sou of God, "Walking 
1 the love of Him who gave himself for us, " an offering 
md a sacrifice unto God," may all be found in their several 
ulotments, each filling up the measure of appointed duty, 
C with one mind striving together for the fiiith of the Go6- 
jel." Thus builded upon the Foundation, Christ Jesus, 
pay there be in the end, iu the Lord's unmerited mercy, 
lothtng to prevent that full communion which is the blessed 
Mrtion of all who, through living faith in Him who hath 
bved them, enter into life eternal. 
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